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WASHINGTON HISTORIC PRESERVATION COMMISSION 

Regular Scheduled Meeting – Minutes 

Tuesday, August 4, 2015 

7:00 pm 

 

Members Present 

    Mary Pat Musselman Ed Hodges 

     Judi Hickson Monica Ferrari  

 

Members Absent 

Stacey Thalmann 

Geraldine McKinley 

Seth Shoneman 

 

Others Present 

John Rodman, Director 

Jessica Green, Administrative Support 

 

 

I. Opening of the meeting 

The Chairman called the meeting to order. 

 

II. Invocation 

A moment of silence was taken. 

 

III. Roll Call 

A silent roll call was taken by staff. 

 

Judi Hickson made a motion to accept the amended agenda.  Her motion was seconded by Mary Pat 

Musselman and all voted in favor. 

 

IV. Old Business – Major Works 

 

 1.  None 

 

V. Certificate of Appropriateness 

 

 A.  Major Works 

 

1.  A request has been made by Mr. Scott Campbell, acting as agent for Calvin McLean, for a 

Certificate of Appropriateness to add a window/dormer to the rear of the 2
nd

 floor to match the 

front of the structure located at 121 East 2
nd

 Street. 
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Scott Campbell came forward and was sworn in.  Mr. Campbell explained that this property is 

currently under contract and is scheduled to close in the next couple of weeks.  He stated that due 

to the significant amount of architectural plans that Mr. McLean will have to submit, Mr. McLean 

asked Mr. Campbell to present this one request to the Commission.  Once this item is approved it 

will be added to the architectural plans for the property.  Mr. Campbell explained that Mr. 

McLean would like to turn the 2
nd

 floor of the structure into a residential living area for himself.  

He stated that they would like to place a window on the back/south side of the building to match 

the window on the front of the structure.  Mr. Campbell then presented the Commission with 

photos of the structure and explained where the proposed window/dormer would be located.  Ed 

Hodges asked what the house will be used for.  Mr. Campbell stated that Mr. McLean wishes to 

work towards putting residential apartments in the structure and also maintaining a residence for 

himself. 

 

The Chairman opened the floor.   With no one coming forward the floor was closed. 

 

Judi Hickson made the following motion:  I move that the Historic Preservation Commission 

grant a Certificate of Appropriateness to Mr. Scott Campbell acting as agent for Calvin McLean, 

to add a window/dormer to the rear of the 2
nd

 floor to match the font of the structure located at 

121 East 2
nd

 Street.  This motion is based on the following findings of fact:  the application is 

congruous with the Historic Preservation Commission Design Guidelines, specifically Chapter 

3.0 Changes to Existing Buildings Section 3.4 Windows and Doors.  Her motion was seconded 

by Mary Pat Musselman.  All voted in favor and the motion carried. 

 

 B.  Minor Works 

 

1.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for “On 

the Waterfront” Restaurant to change out the 5 ton gas pack on the rear of the building located at 

One Harding Square.  

2.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Ms. 

Billie Mallison to replace the current flat roof with a flat roof of TPO on the building located at 

Eureka Square Condos, 819 & 805 West 2
nd

 Street.  

3.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Mr. 

Bobby Roberson to repair the existing siding with like and repair the windows on the structure 

located at 235 East Main Street.  

4.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of  Appropriateness for Mr. 

Swanson Graves to: (1) remove aluminum siding and replace with hardi-plank; (2) replace 

shingle roof with shingles to match house; and (3) repair windows and doors on the accessory 

structure at the house located at 727 Short Drive.  

5.  A request has been made and approved by staff for a Certificate of Appropriateness for Travis 

Stephenson, representing Havens Wharf, to add a new freestanding sign 5.5' x 3.5' to the front of 

the property. 

 

Judi Hickson made a motion to approve all the minor works.  Her motion was seconded by Mary 

Pat Musselman.  All voted in favor and the motion carried. 
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VI. Other Business  

 

 1.  New Historic Planner 

 

John Rodman introduced Emily Rebert, the new historic Planner.  He also welcomed Monica 

Ferrari as the newest member of the Commission 

 

 2.  Historic Structure Inventory 

 Mr. Rodman updated the Commission on the Historic Inventory. 

 

 3.  House on West 2
nd

 Street 

 

Mr. Griffin came forward and stated that he would like the Commission to consider allowing him 

to put 5/8 hardi-plank siding on the front of the houses at 317 and 319 W 2
nd

 Street.  Mr. Griffin 

stated that the contractor removed the siding on the front of the house without his knowledge.  

Mr. Griffin stated that the hardi-plank looks very nice.  Mr. Griffin then spoke about some of the 

improvements done to the Civic Center that are not original to the district.  He stated that these 

two houses have been in the same family for over 100 years and they feel that they should be able 

to do something reasonable to improve the appearance.  Mr. Ed Hodges recalled that the 

Commission approved the use of hardi-plank for the two houses on the sides, but on the front of 

the structures.  Mr. Griffin stated that the siding they wish to use on the front will look exactly 

like the original wood siding.  Ms. Musselman asked where the original clap board was and why 

it was removed.  Mr. Griffin stated that he had not planned on removing the clap board; the men 

working on the house removed it by mistake.  He explained that the original board was in such 

bad shape that it could not be repaired then put back on the house.  Mr. Griffin stated that the new 

clap board that you get now is not anything similar to the original wooden board.  He explained 

that visually you will not be able to tell a difference.  Judi Hickson spoke about the difference 

between the old clap board siding and the new stuff that they produce now.  Ed Hodges spoke 

about the predicament that Mr. Griffin has put the Commission in by taking down the clap board.  

He spoke about the risk of losing the Historic District if everyone is allowed to use non-historic 

materials on their homes.  Mr. Griffin referenced the Civic Center and the materials used on it.  

Mary Pat Musselman stated that you cannot compare the Civic Center to a historic house.  She 

then also spoke about the position Mr. Griffin has put the Commission in by compromising what 

he asked to do before.  Mr. Hodges explained that the Commission cannot vote on the request 

tonight.  Mr. Rodman stated that if Mr. Griffin wishes to amend his previous request then he 

needs to make a formal request to staff.        

 

VII. Approval of Minutes 

Mary Pat Musselman made a motion to approve the minutes.  Judi Hickson seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor. 
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VIII. Adjourn 

There being no other business, Mary Pat Musselman made a motion to adjourn and Judi Hickson 

seconded that motion. 

 


